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A research proposal of Prof. Annelies 
Moors, ISIM Chair at the University of 
Amsterdam, on “Islamic Fashion and the 
Emergence of Islam as a Social Force in 
Europe” has been selected for funding 
by NORFACE (2007-2009). Rather than 
focusing on headscarf issues and “veil-
ing,” this research project centres on 
the public presence of young women 
wearing styles of dress that are both 
recognizably Islamic and fashionable, 
a practice that has become far more 
widespread in the course of the last 
decade. Tracing the emergence of Is-
lamic fashion on the streets of Europe 
this project focuses on young Muslim 
women’s embodied practices and per-
formances, tracing the conditions under 
which Islamic fashion has emerged in 
the European public sphere, investi-
gating the various ways in which the 
tensions between Islam and fashion are 
negotiated, and analyzing the effects of 
such emerging embodied practices on 
young Muslim women. 
A focus on Islamic fashion is helpful 
in understanding the emergence of 
religion as a social force in Europe. This 
is so because wearing Islamic fashion 
is an everyday embodied practice. It 
is also, moreover, one that is publicly 
visible and capable of engendering 
debates about religion in the public 
sphere. While Muslim women are an 
important trope in debates about the 
(in)compatibility of Islam with European 
values, wearing Islamic fashion points 
to Muslim women’s engagements with 
modernity and entails a style of reli-
gious belonging that may function as 
an interface between young women 
from a wide variety of backgrounds.
Research will be conducted in major 
cities in the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, Germany, Denmark, and 
Sweden in order to gain insight in how 
Islamic fashion circulates internationally 
and to compare between countries with 
substantial differences in terms of the 
backgrounds of Muslim migrants and 
their aesthetics, state policies and pub-
lic debates on Islam, gender regimes, 
and youth and fashion cultures. 
Principle investigator: Annelies Moors at 
ISIM/ASSR, University of Amsterdam.
Research partners: Goldsmith College, 
University of London; Roskilde Univer-
sity, Denmark;  Stockholm University, 
Sweden; University of Bremen, Germany. 
The Netherlands Organization for Sci-
entific Research (NWO) will be funding 
a new research project from Radboud 
University Nijmegen and ISIM: "Salafism: 
Production, Distribution, Consump-
tion, and Transformation of a Transna-
tional Ideology in the Middle East and 
Europe." The Salafi movements are 
currently among the most widespread 
Islamic movements, with a major influ-
ence in the Middle East and Europe. 
The research programme consists of 
four closely related research projects, 
each dealing with a different aspect of 
Salafi movements: 
– an analysis of politically reformist 
Salafism and the Sahwa movement in 
Saudi Arabia (by Roel Meijer, postdoc, 
Radboud University Nijmegen); 
– the production, distribution, and 
the contents of texts from Abu 
Muhammad al-Maqdisi and Jihadi 
Salafism (by Joas Wagemakers, Ph.D. 
candidate, Radboud University 
Nijmegen); 
– the rise of Salafism among Muslim 
youth in the Netherlands (by Martijn 
de Koning, postdoc, ISIM); and 
– the dissemination and transformation 
of Salafi ideas in the modern 
electronic media (Ph.D. candidate, 
position vacant). 
The research projects approach the 
Salafi movements from the perspective 
of the study of social movements. Thus, 
they focus on the manner in which 
individuals cohere into groups; how 
they react to their social, economic, and 
political environment; how movements 
are built, organized, and expanded; 
how they create models of emulation; 
and how these are, in turn, transferred, 
adopted, and transformed in differ-
ent circumstances. Emphasis will not 
only be put on the organizations or 
networks; rather, the researchers will 
also have to look into such questions as: 
what is the appeal of these movements 
(especially to youth); how do youths 
use Salafi movements in order to create 
ideas of what the correct Islamic be-
liefs are; and how do they relate to the 
Salafi movements in the construction 
of identity. 
The research team further consists of 
Prof. Harald Motzki (Radboud University 
Nijmegen) and Prof. Martin van Bruines-
sen (ISIM), who were the main applicant 
and co-applicant for this project. At ISIM 
the programme is embedded in the 
larger research programme “The Pro-
duction of Islamic Knowledge in West-
ern Europe,” and at Radboud University 
Nijmegen in the research programme 
“The Dynamics of Islamic Culture” of the 
Research Institute for Historical, Literary, 
and Cultural Studies (HLCS).
Radboud University Nijmegen and ISIM 
invite applications for the vacant posi-
tion of researcher on Salafi communica-
tions in the modern electronic media. 
For more information see the vacancy 
announcement on this page. 
New Project on 
Fashion in Europe
In the framework of the research 
project “Salafism: Production, Distri-
bution, Consumption, and Transfor-
mation of a Transnational Ideology 
in the Middle East and Europe” con-
ducted by the research programme 
“The Dynamics of Islamic Culture” 
of Radboud University of Nijmegen 
in cooperation with ISIM, a Ph.D. 
fellowship is available for research 
on “The Media and Salafism: The 
distribution and transformation of 
Salafism in modern media.” 
The successful candidate will hold a 
master’s degree in Islamic Studies, 
Political Science, Social Science or 
Media Science and will be able to 
analyze Arabic TV programmes and 
websites and conduct interviews 
with their makers. Apart from fluen-
cy in Arabic and English he/she has 
to demonstrate a good command 
of Dutch, German, or French. Experi-
ence in media analysis or interview 
techniques will be an advantage.
 
Successful applicants become junior 
members of staff of the Radboud 
University Nijmegen and ISIM. The 
appointments are temporary for one 
year, usually full-time (38 hours a 
week) and will be extended in princi-
ple for another two and a half years, 
if progress is satisfactory. The salary 
is € 1,956 gross per month during 
the first year, increasing to a maxi-
mum of € 2,502 gross per month 
during the fourth year, and is based 
upon a full-time employment and in 
conformity with current salary scales 
under the collective labour agree-
ment (CAO) for Dutch universities. 
Those appointed will be provided 
with office space, a personal com-
puter, and telephone on the ISIM 
premises in Leiden. 
 
The deadline for applications is 
1 June 2007. 
 
Applicants should send their cur-
riculum vitae, list of publications, list 
of language skills, and copies of cer-
tificates of academic qualifications 
to Prof. Harald Motzki, Radboud 
University Nijmegen, Department of 
Arabic and Islam, POB 9103, 6500 HD 
Nijmegen, The Netherlands. 
 
For further information please 




Vacancy Ph.D. Position ISIM/Radboud
On 13-15 October 2006, ISIM together 
with the African Studies Centre (ASC), 
the Council for the Development of 
Social Science in Africa (CODESRIA), 
and the International Institute for 
Asian Studies (IIAS), organized a 
conference entitled “Youth and the 
Global South: Religion, Politics and 
the Making of Youth in Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East.” The conference, 
held in Dakar, Senegal, offered a 
platform to scholars from the North 
and South from which they presented 
their analyses and visions on the 
problems currently faced by the new 
generations growing up in the global 
South, particularly in Africa. Some 30 
papers discussed social, political and 
cultural themes ranging from youth 
life styles, violence, religiosity, sub-
culture, generational conflict, activism, 
sexuality, and youth political economy. 
The event also offered a unique 
opportunity for young scholars form 
diverse countries of the global South 
and the North to develop scholarly 
networks for exchange of ideas and 
future collaboration. 
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